Additional variables in relation to serum endocrine patterns. Beyond the interaction between sex and social status, weight was also a significant predictor of baseline, serum endocrine patterns. For instance, relative to light-weight meerkats, heavier animals showed slightly greater concentrations of A 4, T and E 2 (GLMM; P < 0.005, P < 0.001, P < 0.001, respectively; Table 1 ), although these findings could have owed to dominant individuals, and specifically dominant females, being heavier on average, than subordinates (ANOVA; F 1 = 36.2, P < 0.001), which is typical of meerkat society 1,2 . Other variables, including age and rainfall, explained little to none of the variation (Table 1) . Additional variables in relation to faecal androgen metabolite patterns. As with the results derived from serum analyses, the interaction between sex and social status, explained most of the variation in baseline faecal androgen metabolites or FAM (Supplementary Table S3 ). Here, we found that age, rather than weight, was a modest, but significant, predictor of FAM concentrations, with older individuals of both sexes having greater concentrations both during baseline (P = 0.009; Table S3 ) and reproductive phases (males; P = 0.046, females; P = 0.02; Table S3 ). The effect of age can be partially explained by dominant individuals of both sexes being significantly older than subordinate individuals (ANOVA; F 1 = 307.6, P < 0.001), which is typical of meerkat society 1,2 . All comparisons made against the indicated levels of each factor (status = dominant, sex = female, reproductive state=baseline). χ2 = likelihood ratio test statistic; df = 1. 
